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Bring on the Drones:  
Airborne solutions for landscape study 

An evening meeting by the Engineering  

Group of the Geological Society (EGGS)  

 

 
 
The development of Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) technology has created opportunities 
for geologists to gain a new view on the environment and the processes that operate within 
it. Drone helicopters and fixed wing aircraft are able to carry ever more sophisticated 
equipment at a fraction of the cost of survey planes, allowing insights into naturally 
occurring geological processes and those that are both driven by, and impact on the 
human environment. 
 
The British Geological Survey was an early adopter of this technology and have continued 
a low-cost but high scientific value approach to gathering airborne data to inform multiple 
disciplines within the BGS remit, from Engineering Geology and Hazard Research to 
Hydrogeology and Glaciology. 
 
The talk will describe the path the BGS have taken with UAV survey methods since the 
1980s, right up to the present day, giving examples of their varied applications from around 
the world. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


